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METHODOLOGY 
 
This report covers the results of our nationwide research: 500 interviews with likely voters in the 
November 2008 general election.  The interviews were conducted May 6 – May 8, 2008. The margin of 
error for overall results of is ±4.38%. 
 
Undecideds are 5% of the sample and are defined as anyone who was undecided (answered “don’t 
know”) on the initial ballot (Q14). 
 
Switchers are 12% of the sample and are defined as anyone who opposed creating a generic pathway 
for biologics or was undecided (answered “don’t know”) on the initial ballot (Q14), but supported the 
proposal on any subsequent ballot (Q26 or Q31). 
 
For the purposes of this survey, the nation is divided into four regions, as defined by the U.S. Census 
Bureau: 
 

 Northeast (20%): Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Vermont; 
 

 Mid-West (26%): Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin; 

 
 South (35%): Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia and West Virginia; and 

 
 West (19%): Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, 

Oregon, Utah, Nevada, Washington and Wyoming. 
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BALLOTS 
 
Ballot Progression 
 
 

Do you…Congress changing the current policy to allow 
companies to create generic versions of bio-medicines in 
cases where the FDA determines it would be safe to do so? 
 Initial 

Ballot 
(Q14) 

Positive 
Messages 

Ballot 
(Q26) 

Negative 
Messages 

Ballot 
(Q31) 

Difference +66 +75 +60 
Total Support 81 86 79 
Strongly Support 50 54 44 
Somewhat Support 31 33 35 
Total Oppose 15 11 19 
Somewhat Oppose 7 6 11 
Strongly Oppose 8 5 9 
Don’t Know 5 2 1 

 
 
 
Initial Ballot 
 

Given this, do you…Congress changing the current policy to allow companies to create generic versions of bio-medicines 
in cases where the FDA determines it would be safe to do so? 

Q14 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Difference +66 0 -69 +64 +69 +63 +68 +67 +68 +75 +64 +58 +64 +73
Total Support 81 0 0 80 82 80 82 81 81 86 78 77 80 83 
Strongly Support 50 0 0 47 53 53 50 45 57 59 50 40 49 54 
Somewhat Support 31 0 0 33 28 27 31 35 24 27 29 37 31 29 
Total Oppose 15 0 69 16 13 17 14 14 13 11 14 19 16 10 
Somewhat Oppose 7 0 41 8 6 11 5 8 3 5 9 8 6 9 
Strongly Oppose 8 0 28 8 7 6 9 6 10 7 6 11 10 2 
Don’t Know 5 100 31 4 5 3 4 5 6 3 7 4 4 7 
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Positive Messages Ballot 
 

Given this, do you…Congress changing the current policy to allow companies to create generic versions of biological 
medicines in cases where the FDA determines that it would be safe to do so? 

Q26 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Difference  +75 +69 +82 +76 +75 +71 +81 +71 +78 +76 +80 +69 +76 +70
Total Support 86 75 90 86 87 84 90 84 88 87 88 84 87 83 
Strongly Support 54 27 34 57 51 57 56 49 56 59 56 45 54 55 
Somewhat Support 33 48 56 29 36 26 34 35 33 28 32 39 34 29 
Total Oppose 11 6 8 10 12 13 9 13 10 11 8 15 11 13 
Somewhat Oppose 6 2 4 4 7 9 3 7 4 6 4 8 5 9 
Strongly Oppose 5 4 3 6 5 4 6 6 6 5 4 7 6 4 
Don’t Know 2 19 2 4 1 3 1 3 2 2 4 1 2 4 
 
Margin from Initial 
Ballot +9 n/a n/a +12 +6 +8 +13 +4 +10 +1 16 11 12 -3 

 
 
Negative Messages Ballot 
 

Given this, do you…Congress changing the current policy to allow companies to create generic versions of biological 
medicines in cases where the FDA determines that it would be safe to do so? 

Q31 
All Undec Swtch Gender Region Party ID Race 

M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 
Difference  +60 +29 +46 +59 +61 +57 +63 +54 +68 +63 +64 +51 +61 +56
Total Support 79 57 72 78 80 77 80 77 84 81 81 75 80 77 
Strongly Support 44 20 26 45 43 43 41 43 49 45 48 37 44 44 
Somewhat Support 35 37 46 34 37 34 38 34 35 36 32 38 36 33 
Total Oppose 19 28 26 19 19 20 17 23 16 18 17 24 19 21 
Somewhat Oppose 11 16 14 11 11 12 10 13 7 10 11 11 10 13 
Strongly Oppose 9 12 12 8 9 7 7 10 9 8 6 13 9 8 
Don’t Know 1 14 2 2 1 3 3 0 0 1 2 1 1 2 
 
Margin from Initial 
Ballot -6 n/a n/a -5 -8 -6 -5 -13 0 -12 0 -7 -3 -17 

Margin from Positive 
Messages Ballot -15 -40 -36 -17 -14 -14 -18 -17 -10 -13 -16 -18 -15 -14 
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POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
Direction of Nation 
 

Do you generally think that things in the nation are headed in the right direction or are they on the 
wrong track? 

Q7 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Right direction 21 30 23 23 19 18 19 24 20 12 13 39 19 24 
Wrong track 72 58 61 69 75 78 74 68 70 84 80 49 73 70 
Don’t Know 7 11 16 8 7 4 7 8 10 4 7 12 8 6 

 
 
 
Most Important Issue 
 
What one or two issues or problems would you say are the most important ones for your 
Representative in Congress to focus on? 

Q8 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Economy 51 37 37 47 54 56 52 46 54 55 51 45 50 52 
Iraq 26 25 22 25 27 16 25 30 31 30 28 19 24 32 
Energy 18 19 18 23 14 19 18 21 11 16 20 19 21 9 
Health Care 15 13 13 9 21 19 19 10 15 17 18 9 16 13 
Immigration 8 12 12 8 8 1 11 7 13 5 6 13 8 8 
Budget 6 4 5 9 4 4 7 6 9 7 4 9 7 5 
Education 6 10 8 5 7 7 4 4 12 8 4 6 5 10 
Defense/Security 5 11 10 8 2 2 1 10 5 3 3 9 5 4 
Abortion 4 0 6 2 5 7 2 4 2 1 2 9 4 4 
Taxes 4 0 4 5 4 8 1 6 1 3 4 5 4 5 
Crime 3 7 7 3 4 8 1 3 2 1 3 7 3 6 
Agriculture 2 0 1 2 2 3 3 1 1 3 1 2 2 0 
Environment 2 10 6 2 2 2 4 2 1 2 5 0 2 2 
Gov Reform 2 0 2 2 2 1 4 3 1 1 4 1 2 2 
Housing 2 4 5 2 3 2 3 3 2 3 3 2 2 4 
International 2 0 0 3 0 5 0 1 1 1 3 1 1 2 
Judicial 2 5 2 2 2 3 1 2 2 4 1 1 2 3 
Seniors 2 0 0 1 2 1 3 2 1 2 1 2 2 0 
Transportation 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 2 1 0 
Values 1 0 2 1 1 3 2 0 0 1 0 3 1 1 
Other 7 3 10 8 7 6 8 7 7 9 6 6 6 12 
Don’t know 2 3 1 1 3 0 3 2 2 1 3 2 2 1 
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Thinking about the current health care system in America, which of the following do you feel is the most important 
improvement needed for our healthcare system: 

Q9 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

More effective drugs 
with fewer side effects 7 13 7 7 8 6 6 10 6 4 6 12 8 5 

Making medications 
more affordable 47 29 39 44 50 46 44 50 46 53 43 43 47 46 

Easier access to 
doctors, clinics, and 
hospitals 

22 24 27 25 20 28 20 20 24 25 22 20 20 29 

More patient friendly 
information about 
healthcare 

5 3 7 7 4 7 6 3 7 3 7 5 6 4 

Reducing restrictions 
on patient’s choices for 
who their doctor is 

12 9 9 10 13 8 16 10 12 11 11 13 12 11 

Don’t Know 7 24 11 8 5 5 8 7 6 3 10 6 7 4 
 
 
 

If the election for Congress was held tomorrow, would you be more likely to vote for …? 

Q10 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

A Republican candidate 36 27 36 40 32 30 33 42 34 4 26 86 41 21 
A Democratic candidate 47 31 32 38 54 52 51 39 49 91 37 5 40 67 
Don’t Know 17 42 32 21 14 18 15 19 17 5 37 9 19 12 

 



CURRENT GENERIC SYSTEM 

 
Current Generic System: Benefits 
 

Do you feel that the current system for developing generic versions of prescription drugs: 

Q11 
All Undec Swtch Gender Region Party ID Race 

M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 
Favors drug companies with 
too many protections for their 
products 

51 28 43 49 51 56 50 48 52 58 50 42 50 51 

Has stuck about the right 
balance between consumers 
and drug companies 

27 32 34 30 25 21 30 30 24 20 25 39 29 22 

Favors consumers and 
undermines the incentives for 
drug companies to make 
research investments 

14 16 13 15 14 20 15 13 11 15 17 12 13 19 

Don’t Know 8 25 10 6 10 3 5 9 13 7 9 7 8 8 
 
 
Current Generic System: Safety 

 

Do you think this current system for developing generic versions of prescription drugs is: 

Q12 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Difference  +65 +55 +55 +68 +63 +61 +64 +66 +67 +68 +62 +64 +65 +62
Total Safe 79 66 72 81 78 77 80 80 78 82 77 78 79 79 
Very safe 36 26 23 38 34 26 43 39 29 42 30 34 37 33 
Somewhat safe 44 40 49 43 44 51 38 41 49 40 47 45 43 46 
Total Unsafe 14 11 17 13 15 16 16 14 11 14 15 14 14 17 
Somewhat unsafe 11 7 11 10 12 15 11 10 9 12 11 10 10 15 
Very unsafe 3 4 6 3 3 1 6 3 2 3 4 4 4 2 
Don’t Know 6 23 11 6 7 7 3 6 11 4 8 8 7 5 
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CURRENT FOLLOW-ON BIOLOGICS SYSTEM 
 
Current Follow-On Biologics System: Benefits 
 

Thinking about these medicines developed with bio-technology, do you feel that the lack of an industry for generic versions 
of these biomedicines: 

Q13 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Favors drug companies with too 
many protections for their products 55 34 42 55 56 61 60 53 49 58 55 53 55 56 

Has stuck about the right balance 
between consumers and drug 
companies 

22 12 27 23 21 23 19 23 24 18 20 30 22 22 

Favors consumers and 
undermines the incentives for drug 
companies to make research 
investments 

11 6 7 13 9 6 8 13 16 14 11 7 10 13 

Don’t know 11 48 24 9 14 9 13 12 11 10 14 10 12 10 
 
 
Initial Ballot 
 

Do you…Congress changing the current policy to allow companies to create generic versions of bio-medicines in cases 
where the FDA determines it would be safe to do so? 

Q14 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Difference +66 0 -69 +64 +69 +63 +68 +67 +68 +75 +64 +58 +64 +73
Total Support 81 0 0 80 82 80 82 81 81 86 78 77 80 83 
Strongly Support 50 0 0 47 53 53 50 45 57 59 50 40 49 54 
Somewhat Support 31 0 0 33 28 27 31 35 24 27 29 37 31 29 
Total Oppose 15 0 69 16 13 17 14 14 13 11 14 19 16 10 
Somewhat Oppose 7 0 41 8 6 11 5 8 3 5 9 8 6 9 
Strongly Oppose 8 0 28 8 7 6 9 6 10 7 6 11 10 2 
Don’t Know 5 100 31 4 5 3 4 5 6 3 7 4 4 7 

 
 
FDA Confidence 
 

Which is closer to your view: 

Q15 
All Undec Swtch Gender Region Party ID Race 

M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 
If the FDA says these bio-medicines 
are safe for use, that is enough 
reassurance to go ahead and allow them 
to be manufactured. 

57 29 44 61 53 56 58 54 60 59 53 58 60 45 

If the bio-medicine manufacturers 
say these drugs are too complex to 
be safely manufactured in generic form, 
we ought to wait before allowing them to 
be manufactured. 

37 39 44 32 42 38 34 40 35 37 40 34 35 45 

Don’t know 6 31 11 7 5 6 8 5 5 3 7 8 5 9 
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BIOLOGICS GENERIC PATHWAY – POSITIVE MESSAGES 

 
Text of Positive Messages – in order of persuasiveness (top message was most effective) 
 
Save US $43B 
A recent report estimated that creating a process for creating generic versions of these medicines could 
save the U.S. economy more than $43 billion between 2011 and 2020. 
 
FDA can safely test 
The federal Food and Drug Administration, or FDA, says it can safely test generic versions of these 
complex drugs and in fact has already asked Congress for permission to do so. 
 
Increase Access 
It will increase access to these life-saving drugs that can now cost as high as $200,000. 
 
Generics save $14B in taxpayer money 
Allowing generic versions of these complex drugs to be made would produce an estimated $14 billion in 
savings over 10 years for the Medicare program, which is funded by taxpayers. 
 
Safe Generics already produced 
Manufacturers of bio-medicines claim their drugs are too complicated to be manufactured as a generic 
drug. But in fact, safe generic versions of these drugs, like EPO, which fights anemia caused by cancer, 
are already being produced in other countries. 
 
Standards protect consumers 
Technology has advanced considerably since these drugs first started to be developed.  Many companies 
are able to copy these complex drugs, and federal standards will make sure low-quality drugs don’t make 
it to consumers. 
 
Bio-medicine costs rising 
Currently, the price of bio-medicines are rising faster than the price of traditional drugs and are now 
estimated to represent half of all drug costs by 2010.  
 
Europe uses generics 
Europe has already established a system to allow generic versions of these bio-medicines and it is 
working well for them. If the United States doesn’t act soon, U.S. companies will miss out on this growing 
and profitable market.  
 
Dependence 
Already companies in Europe, China and India are manufacturing generic versions of these special 
medicines.  If the U.S. is unable to manufacture generic versions of these special medicines, we will be 
dependent on foreign countries as our only source of them. 
 
Extension of Patents 
Until a process is developed that allows generic versions of these medicines to be made, the original 
manufacturers of the drugs will essentially get an extension on their patents and the profits those patents 
bring them.  
 

 

 
 



Positive Messages 

 

Given this, are you…to support allowing the sale of generic versions of bio-medicines?  

Q16-25 

All % Much More Likely 
Much 
More 
Lkly 

More/ 
Less 
Lkly 

Undec Swtch
Gender Region Party ID Race 

M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH

Save US $43B 53 82/15 27 42 50 56 50 44 55 65 53 57 47 51 59 
FDA can safely test 49 85/13 30 29 52 46 56 52 42 49 58 44 45 50 46 
Increase Access 48 76/17 27 40 48 48 44 45 50 50 48 49 45 48 47 
Generics save $14B 
in taxpayer money 47 85/12 40 36 45 48 37 44 50 54 44 49 47 49 41 

Safe Generics 
already produced 45 84/14 18 25 43 47 43 44 47 47 52 44 40 45 45 

Standards protect 
consumers 43 81/17 14 16 42 44 43 49 40 40 53 41 34 42 46 

Bio-medicine costs 
rising 42 75/21 28 25 39 44 32 37 47 48 41 45 39 39 50 

Europe uses 
generics 41 83/13 6 18 42 41 38 48 36 44 46 43 35 42 37 

Dependence 38 57/40 14 22 37 38 36 31 40 44 28 39 49 39 33 
Extension of Patents 30 68/27 6 12 31 28 36 31 20 39 38 18 32 29 33 

 
Post Positive Messages Ballot 
 

Given this, do you…Congress changing the current policy to allow companies to create generic versions of biological 
medicines in cases where the FDA determines that it would be safe to do so? 

Q26 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Difference  +75 +69 +82 +76 +75 +71 +81 +71 +78 +76 +80 +69 +76 +70
Total Support 86 75 90 86 87 84 90 84 88 87 88 84 87 83 
Strongly Support 54 27 34 57 51 57 56 49 56 59 56 45 54 55 
Somewhat Support 33 48 56 29 36 26 34 35 33 28 32 39 34 29 
Total Oppose 11 6 8 10 12 13 9 13 10 11 8 15 11 13 
Somewhat Oppose 6 2 4 4 7 9 3 7 4 6 4 8 5 9 
Strongly Oppose 5 4 3 6 5 4 6 6 6 5 4 7 6 4 
Don’t Know 2 19 2 4 1 3 1 3 2 2 4 1 2 4 
 
Margin from Initial 
Ballot +9 n/a n/a +12 +6 +8 +13 +4 +10 +1 16 11 12 -3 
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BIOLOGICS GENERIC PATHWAY – NEGATIVE MESSAGES 
 
Text of Negative Messages – in order of persuasiveness (top message was most effective) 
 
FDA can’t study  
Because of the secret nature of the technology used to develop these drugs, the federal government 
won’t be able to certify that generic versions of these drugs are safe because they can’t even study them 
properly. 
 
Too complex to duplicate 
These complex drugs are developed with extremely advanced technology, including intricate chemistry 
and sometimes even living micro-organisms in labs.  Generic manufacturers simply don’t have the 
technology to safely manufacture these drugs. 
 
Expensive to manufacture 
These advanced drugs are expensive to produce and require many years of research.  The companies 
that make the large investments to develop them should not see such large investments undermined by 
generic products only a few years after developing these drugs in the first place. 
  
Insurance companies 
No drug company is preventing anyone from having access to these complex prescription drugs.  Drug 
companies are making the advancements right now. It’s the big insurance companies who are refusing to 
pay for them, and that’s what’s hurting consumers.   
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Given this, are you…to support allowing the sale of generic versions of bio-medicines?  

Q27-30 

All % Much Less Likely 
Much 
Less 
Lkly 

More/ 
Less 
Lkly 

Undec Swtch
Gender Region Party ID Race 

M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH

FDA can’t study  31 33/63 28 42 29 32 40 29 30 26 26 31 37 33 25 
Too complex to 
duplicate 21 41/54 29 28 18 24 25 15 23 23 21 17 25 20 25 

Expensive to 
manufacture 15 56/40 21 13 13 16 15 15 15 14 11 14 21 16 9 

Insurance companies  10 70/25 11 9 8 11 11 10 9 8 11 7 11 11 6 
 
 
Negative Messages Ballot 
 

Given this, do you…Congress changing the current policy to allow companies to create generic versions of biological 
medicines in cases where the FDA determines that it would be safe to do so? 

Q31 
All Undec Swtch 

Gender Region Party ID Race 
M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 

Difference  +60 +29 +46 +59 +61 +57 +63 +54 +68 +63 +64 +51 +61 +56
Total Support 79 57 72 78 80 77 80 77 84 81 81 75 80 77 
Strongly Support 44 20 26 45 43 43 41 43 49 45 48 37 44 44 
Somewhat Support 35 37 46 34 37 34 38 34 35 36 32 38 36 33 
Total Oppose 19 28 26 19 19 20 17 23 16 18 17 24 19 21 
Somewhat Oppose 11 16 14 11 11 12 10 13 7 10 11 11 10 13 
Strongly Oppose 9 12 12 8 9 7 7 10 9 8 6 13 9 8 
Don’t Know 1 14 2 2 1 3 3 0 0 1 2 1 1 2 
 
Margin from Initial 
Ballot -6 n/a n/a -5 -8 -6 -5 -13 0 -12 0 -7 -3 -17 

Margin from Positive 
Messages Ballot -15 -40 -36 -17 -14 -14 -18 -17 -10 -13 -16 -18 -15 -14 
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CANDIDATES: GENERIC PATHWAY VS. STATUS QUO 
 
 

Please tell me which of the following candidates for Congress you are more likely to support: 

Q32 
All Undec Swtch Gender Region Party ID Race 

M F NE MW S W Dem Ind Rep W OTH 
A candidate who supported 
reforming the current 
system to allow generic 
versions of these advanced 
bio-drugs to be produced 

77 54 66 76 78 76 82 77 71 83 76 71 76 80 

A candidate who supported 
keeping the current 
system in place which does 
not allow generic versions of 
these advanced bio-drugs to 
be produced 

15 10 17 16 14 17 11 16 17 13 12 21 16 12 

Don’t know 8 36 17 8 8 7 7 7 12 4 12 8 8 8 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
 

Read Across % of 
All Support Oppose Undecided Switcher* 

Total 100 81 15 5 12 

GENDER 
M 48 47 53 43 53 
F 52 53 47 57 47 

REGION 

NE 20 19 23 14 18 
MW 26 26 25 24 26 
S 35 35 35 37 38 
W 19 19 18 26 18 

PARTY ID 
Dem 36 38 27 21 21 
Ind 35 34 34 53 46 
Rep 30 28 39 26 33 

IDEOLOGY 
Lib 21 23 11 21 14 
Mod 38 37 44 31 37 
Cons 38 37 44 40 45 

AGE 

18- 29 10 11 7 9 10 
30- 44 23 24 25 3 16 
45- 54 24 25 24 11 22 
55-64 23 23 21 27 19 
65+ 20 18 23 47 31 

RACE 
White 76 75 83 66 79 

AA 7 7 7 7 7 
Hisp 10 10 9 5 7 

INCOME 

<30K 21 19 27 35 34 
30-50K 19 20 11 14 14 
50-75K 21 21 23 7 19 
75-100K 15 15 16 6 9 
100K+ 15 15 16 13 15 

HEALTH 
INSURANCE 

Priv-Pay 58 58 62 43 54 
Priv-

NoPay 12 14 8 7 5 

Medicaid 3 3 1 4 2 
Medicare 19 18 20 36 27 

None 7 7 8 5 11 

VOTE 
Crtn 75 75 75 68 73 

V Lkly 21 21 21 26 25 
Poss 4 4 4 6 2 

NATIONAL 
DIRECTION 

RD 21 20 23 30 23 
WT 72 74 63 58 61 
DK 7 6 14 11 16 

MII 

Econ 49 51 44 37 37 
Iraq 26 27 22 25 22 

Energy 15 15 18 13 16 
Health 15 16 10 13 13 

 
*Switchers are defined as anyone who did not support creating generic pathway on the 
initial ballot (Q14) but voted for him on any subsequent ballot (Q26 or Q31). 
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Read Across % of 

All Support Oppose Undecided Switcher* 

Total 100 81 15 5 12 

HEALTH 
IMPROVEMENT 

Drugs - 
better 7 7 9 13 7 

Drugs - 
cost 47 50 34 29 39 

Access 22 21 32 24 27 
Info 5 5 10 3 7 

Dr. choice 12 12 8 9 9 
DK 7 5 7 24 11 

CONG BALL 
Dem 47 51 30 31 32 
Rep 36 35 41 27 36 
Undc 17 14 29 42 32 

DRUG CAND 

Generics 77 84 43 54 66 
No 

generics 15 10 48 10 17 

Undc 8 6 9 36 17 

GNRC SYS 

Favs drug 51 53 42 28 43 
Neither 27 26 35 32 34 
Favs 

consumer 14 14 16 16 13 

DK 8 7 7 25 10 

GNRC SYS - 
SAFE 

Safe 79 82 70 66 72 
Not safe 14 13 24 11 17 

DK 6 5 6 23 11 

BGNRC SYS 

Favs drugs 55 61 34 34 42 
Neither 22 19 44 12 27 
Favs 

consumer 11 11 10 6 7 

DK 11 9 12 48 24 

BGNRC SYS - 
SAFE 

FDA 57 62 36 29 44 
Corp 37 34 56 39 44 
DK 6 4 7 31 11 

 
*Switchers are defined as anyone who did not support creating generic pathway on the 
initial ballot (Q14) but voted for him on any subsequent ballot (Q26 or Q31). 
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Read Across % of 

All Support Oppose Undecided Switcher* 

Total 100 81 15 5 12 

MEN 

NE 9 9 12 3 9 
MW 12 12 13 12 14 
S 17 16 21 13 19 
W 9 9 7 15 11 

Dem 16 16 15 7 14 
Ind 18 17 18 25 23 
Rep 15 14 21 10 16 

Pay Insur 28 28 34 16 28 
<50K 17 16 21 25 25 
50K+ 27 27 30 15 25 
18-44 18 18 24 9 19 
45-64 21 22 19 12 19 
65+ 9 8 10 21 15 

WOMEN 

NE 10 10 11 10 9 
MW 13 14 11 12 12 
S 18 19 14 24 19 
W 10 10 10 11 7 

Dem 20 22 13 14 8 
Ind 17 16 16 27 23 
Rep 15 15 18 16 17 

Pay insur 30 30 28 27 26 
<50K 22 23 18 25 23 
50K+ 24 24 25 11 18 
18-44 15 17 8 3 8 
45-64 26 26 26 25 22 
65+ 11 10 12 27 17 

PAY FOR 
HEALTH 

INSURANCE 

Men 28 28 34 16 28 
Women 30 30 28 27 26 

NE 11 11 16 7 13 
MW 15 15 15 9 13 
S 19 19 21 19 18 
W 12 13 9 7 9 

Dem 18 19 14 7 10 
Ind 21 20 24 21 26 
Rep 19 18 23 14 18 

<50K 16 16 19 18 19 
50K+ 37 38 42 16 32 
18-44 21 21 26 7 20 
45-64 31 32 31 21 27 
65+ 5 5 5 12 7 

 
*Switchers are defined as anyone who did not support creating generic pathway on the 
initial ballot (Q14) but voted for him on any subsequent ballot (Q26 or Q31). 
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PERSUASION INDEX 

 
The following table compares the initial ballot (Q14) with the ballot after we tested a series of pro-generic 
pathway messages (Q26).  We compare the initial margin (Margin #1) with the subsequent margin (Margin 
#2) to calculate a change in the margin (∆).  We then multiply the change by the size of the group as a 
percentage of all voters.  That produces a number (persuasion index) that we can use to compare the 
upside potential that exists within demographic groups such as gender or geography. 
 

 % of 
All 

Q14 Margin 
1 

Q26 Margin 
2 Δ Persuasion 

Index Support Oppose Support Oppose
Total 100 81 15 66 86 11 75 9 900 

GENDER 
M 48 80 16 64 86 10 76 12 576 
F 52 82 13 69 87 12 75 6 312 

REGION 

NE 20 80 17 63 84 13 71 8 160 
MW 26 82 14 68 90 9 81 13 338 
S 35 81 14 67 84 13 71 4 140 
W 19 81 13 68 88 10 78 10 190 

PARTY ID 
Dem 36 86 11 75 87 11 76 1 36 
Ind 35 78 14 64 88 8 80 16 560 
Rep 30 77 19 58 84 15 69 11 330 

IDEOLOGY 
Lib 21 88 7 81 87 11 76 -5 -105 
Mod 38 79 17 62 87 9 78 16 608 
Cons 38 78 17 61 85 14 71 10 380 

AGE 

18- 29 10 85 10 75 90 10 80 5 50 
30- 44 23 83 16 67 87 8 79 12 276 
45- 54 24 83 15 68 87 12 75 7 168 
55-64 23 81 13 68 87 13 74 6 138 
65+ 20 72 16 56 82 12 70 14 280 

RACE 
White 76 80 16 64 87 11 76 12 912 

AA 7 81 15 66 77 23 54 -12 -84 
Hisp 10 84 13 71 89 5 84 13 130 

INCOME 

<30K 21 73 19 54 84 16 68 14 294 
30-50K 19 88 9 79 85 13 72 -7 -133 
50-75K 21 83 16 67 90 10 80 13 273 
75-100K 15 83 16 67 86 10 76 9 135 
100K+ 15 80 16 64 87 8 79 15 225 

HEALTH 
INSURANCE 

Priv-Pay 58 81 16 65 86 11 75 10 580 
Priv-

NoPay 12 88 9 79 87 10 77 -2 -24 

Medicaid 3 86 8 78 58 42 16 -62 -186 
I 

Medicare 19 76 15 61 88 9 79 18 342 

None 7 81 15 66 95 5 90 24 168 

VOTE 
Crtn 75 81 15 66 87 12 75 9 675 

V Lkly 21 80 14 66 87 9 78 12 252 
Poss 4 78 15 63 78 18 60 -3 -12 
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 % of 

All 
Q14 Margin 

1 
Q26 Margin 

2 Δ Persuasion 
Index Support Oppose Support Oppose

Total 100 81 15 66 86 11 75 9 900 

NATIONAL 
DIRECTION 

RD 21 77 16 61 85 13 72 11 231 
WT 72 83 13 70 87 11 76 6 432 
DK 7 66 27 39 87 10 77 38 266 

MII 

Econ 49 84 13 71 86 11 75 4 196 
Iraq 26 83 12 71 89 6 83 12 312 

Energy 15 79 17 62 86 12 74 12 180 
Health 15 86 10 76 90 9 81 5 75 

HEALTH 
IMPROVEMENT 

Drugs - 
better 7 75 17 58 78 18 60 2 14 

Drugs - 
cost 47 87 10 77 91 8 83 6 282 

Access 22 74 21 53 81 14 67 14 308 
Info 5 70 27 43 80 20 60 17 85 
Dr. 

choice 12 86 11 75 89 10 79 4 48 

DK 7 67 16 51 78 12 66 15 105 

CONG BALL 
Dem 47 87 9 78 89 10 79 1 47 
Rep 36 80 17 63 86 13 73 10 360 
Undc 17 65 24 41 81 12 69 28 476 

DRUG CAND 

Generics 77 88 8 80 94 5 89 9 693 
No 

generics 15 51 46 5 50 43 7 2 30 

Undc 8 63 16 47 81 8 73 26 208 

GNRC SYS 

Favs 
drug 51 85 12 73 93 6 87 14 714 

Neither 27 76 19 57 82 12 70 13 351 
Favs 

consumer 14 79 16 63 73 24 49 -14 -196 

DK 8 71 13 58 78 16 62 4 32 

GNRC SYS - 
SAFE 

Safe 79 83 13 70 88 10 78 8 632 
Not safe 14 72 24 48 76 23 53 5 70 

DK 6 69 15 54 90 6 84 30 180 

BGNRC SYS 

Favs 
drugs 55 88 9 79 95 5 90 11 605 

Neither 22 69 29 40 75 20 55 15 330 
Favs 

consumer 11 83 14 69 75 24 51 -18 -198 

DK 11 65 15 50 79 12 67 17 187 

BGNRC SYS - 
SAFE 

FDA 57 88 9 79 94 4 90 11 627 
Corp 37 73 22 51 77 20 57 6 222 
DK 6 57 18 39 70 20 50 11 66 
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 % of 

All 
Q14 Margin 

1 
Q26 Margin 

2 Δ Persuasion 
Index Support Oppose Support Oppose

Total 100 81 15 66 86 11 75 9 900 

MEN 

NE 9 80 18 62 83 12 71 9 81 
MW 12 80 16 64 89 10 79 15 180 
S 17 78 18 60 83 11 72 12 204 
W 9 81 11 70 90 7 83 13 117 

Dem 16 84 14 70 86 11 75 5 80 
Ind 18 79 15 64 88 6 82 18 324 
Rep 15 76 20 56 85 14 71 15 225 

Pay Insur 28 80 18 62 84 12 72 10 280 
<50K 17 76 18 58 82 16 66 8 136 
50K+ 27 81 16 65 88 7 81 16 432 
18-44 18 78 19 59 85 9 76 17 306 
45-64 21 84 13 71 87 12 75 4 84 
65+ 9 72 17 55 86 9 77 22 198 

WOMEN 

NE 10 80 15 65 84 14 70 5 50 
MW 13 83 12 71 91 8 83 12 156 
S 18 83 11 72 85 15 70 -2 -36 
W 10 80 15 65 86 12 74 9 90 

Dem 20 87 9 78 88 11 77 -1 -20 
Ind 17 78 14 64 88 10 78 14 238 
Rep 15 78 17 61 84 16 68 7 105 

Pay insur 30 82 14 68 88 11 77 9 270 
<50K 22 83 12 71 86 13 73 2 44 
50K+ 24 82 15 67 88 11 77 10 240 
18-44 15 91 8 83 91 9 82 -1 -15 
45-64 26 81 15 66 87 13 74 8 208 
65+ 11 73 16 57 80 15 65 8 88 

PAY 
INSURANCE 

Men 28 80 18 62 84 12 72 10 280 
Women 30 82 14 68 88 11 77 9 270 

NE 11 76 21 55 84 14 70 15 165 
MW 15 82 15 67 88 11 77 10 150 
S 19 79 16 63 83 13 70 7 133 
W 12 86 11 75 92 7 85 10 120 

Dem 18 86 12 74 85 12 73 -1 -18 
Ind 21 78 17 61 90 6 84 23 483 
Rep 19 78 18 60 83 16 67 7 133 

<50K 16 78 17 61 79 20 59 -2 -32 
50K+ 37 82 16 66 89 8 81 15 555 
18-44 21 80 18 62 89 7 82 20 420 
45-64 31 82 14 68 86 14 72 4 124 
65+ 5 74 15 59 80 14 66 7 35 
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